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Editorial

TheABC Catalyst program of 6 September 2012 exposed
atroublingissuefor our seabirds. The program reported
that flesh footed shearwaterson Lord Howe Island were
dyinginlargenumbers. Anautopsy ononebirdfound one
hundred and seventy five piecesof plasticinthebird's
stomeach, including bottletops, baloontiesand evenasmall
doll’sarm. By body weight thisisequivalent to an adult
carrying 3to 5kg of platic.

The Catalyst program reported that “ 3.5 million pieces of
plastic enter theworld'soceansdaily”. They accumulate
viacurrentsinto large gyres—rubbish dumpsof the ocean-
causinginjuriesto marinelife and washing up on beaches.
Catalyst reported that “ over 275 speciesworldwide are
known to be affected by marine debrisincluding nearly
half of al seabird species.”

The plastic accumul ates contaminants from the ocean,
concentrating them up to 1000 times the background
concentration. Over decadestheplastic bresksinto smaller
and smdler piecesand can beingested by animalsassmall
as plankton. Asone predator ingestsasmaller one, the
contaminants magnify up thefood chain. The catalyst
program warned that we can no longer certify asorganic
food coming out of the ocean.

Each of uscan makeadifferenceto thisburden of plagtic.
South Australiadoes better than the other statesthrough
our container deposit scheme, withlessdebrisbeing found
off our coast (asrubbishisaso blown offshore). In South
Austraiatheuse of carry-home plastic supermarket bags
have dramatically declined, but what about those smaller
plastic bagsused for vegetables, bulk food and delicatessen
items? They are used in ever increasing numbers. My
greengrocer in Jetty Road, Glenelg ishappy to have me
return the polystyrenetrayswhich are used for small bulk
sdes. | amassured that thegreengrocer reusesthem. These
traysarenot recyclableaccording toour loca council rules.
Even though the problem of plastic pollutionisaglobal
one, maybewein South Australiacan make part of the

solutionaloca oneby limiting our useof plagticevenfurther,
or by re-usingitemsfor aslong aspossible.

In this edition the lead article by Duncan Mackenzie
exploresthe evolution of the cameras that he has used
from histeenageyearsto hiscurrent Nikon D300S digital
camera. Duncan delights uswith asampl e of the many
birds he photographed whilst on arecent trip to the Cooper
Creek.

In September/October Michelle and Garry Trethewey
enjoyed aleisurely trip to the Gammons, finishing in
BrachinaGorgeinthe HindersRanges. Michedlehaswritten
aninteresting articleabout their unusud findsincludingthe
quiterare Codonocarpuspyramidalis (Slender Bell-fruit)
tree.

Trent Porter has been exploring Hiltaba Station as a
locationfor SEG’snext magjor expedition. Trent entertains
uswiththeir exploitsontheir Hiltabaholiday.

| havewritten an article describing results of reinstated
habitat over thefour yearsof theKangaroo Idand Planting
Fegtivdl.

Janet Furler has provided an article with results of
Minnawarra s spring biodiversity survey, and asecond
article describing the progresswith new plantingsinthe
old poplar site and others sites on the property.

Thefinal articleisabout ashort trip to Gluepot Reserve
that | recently undertook with Annette Vincent. | describe
my surpriseand delight at what | saw.

Contact Editor: Helen Johnson
kdolphin@internode.on.net
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The Beauty and Magic of Flight

Duncan Mackenzie

Figurel: Australian Pelican in Flight (Pelecanusconspicillatus)

My interestin birdwatching started at age 11 and rapidly
moved to encompasstheart of bird photography.

At that ageandtime, | could only afford to purchasea
second-hand Zei sl kon 120mm doubleextenson bellows
plate camerawith roll-film attachments. Inthose days
camerasused | eaf shuttersand the blind ‘ shutters', used
in35mmfilm photography (until recently), werevirtualy
unknown.

Someyears|ater, 35mm cameras became the cameraof
choice for serious photographers, but the use of up-
market expensive professional 120 film camerasstill
persstedin professiona photography. At thisstagel was
ableto affordto purchaseacoupleof second-hand 35mm
professiond level Nikon camerasand spent thenext few
years adding arange of sophisticated accessoriesfor
theseunits—motor drives, remotecontrol units, telephoto
lensesetc.

Becauseit wasamost impossibleto hand hold thelarger

telephoto lenseswithout blurring theimagesfrom hand
movement, most photography was undertaken using a
tripod, which meant that photographing birdsat the nest
was the most popular form of bird photography.
Capturing goodimagesof birdsinflight wasonly adream
to many bird photographers.

Theadvent of digital photography dramatically changed
the whol e photographic scene—now almost anything
wasposs blefor both the amateur photographer through
tothe high end professional. Coupled with an ‘ ethics
movement not to disturb birds at the nest, digital
photography moved to capturingimagesof birdsinflight,
feading andinteractingwith ther surrounding environmen.

| presently useaNikondigital camera(D300S) and have
a range of digital lenses including a 150-500mm
telephoto. The beauty of modern technology lensesis
that many haveaVR (Vibration Reduction, Nikon) or
‘Optical Stabilization’ (Sigma) that meansyou areable
to takeimages at shutter speeds 4 stopsslower thanis
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Figure2: Australian Whitelbis(Threskiornismolucca)

possiblewithout using aVR lens. Coupled with high
speed internal focusing, Silent Wave motorsthat drive
thefocusing mechanism (Nikon) etc. and awiderange
of expasure control, imageenhancing and other technical
wonders, thedigital camerahas opened up awhole new
world of exciting and affordabl e nature photography
Situationsto even the most amateur photographer.

Animportant aspect of flight photography isthe ability
of thecameralensto automatically distinguish between
panning and camera shake, coupled with vibration
reduction. Many digital lensesnow havethisfeatureand
the photosin thisarticle have al been taken with the
500mm zoom lenshand-held and panning.

Theimageswereall taken on arecent two month trip

through north-west NSW and Queendand - most were

taken on the Cooper Creek. Following therain events

of the past two years, the Cooper is experiencing

excellent water flows. These perfect environmental

conditionshave brought with it an explosion of birdlife

throughout the north the most noticeable speciesbeing  Figure3: Whitenecked heron (Ardea pacifica)
the water birds and raptors. Although many different

speciesof birdswere photographed during thetrip,only

the beauty and magic of water birdsareshowninthis Contact email :

atice mackenzie@picknowl.com.au
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Vulkathunha Gammon Ranges Trip

October 2012

Michelle Trethewey

Figurel: Australian Pelican in Flight (Pelecanusconspicillatus)

Figurel: Sambot Water hole photopoint; Photograph by Garry Trethewey

Garry and | werethe only expeditionersfor thistrip,
possibly duetothefact that there had been amaintenance
triptotheareatrip afew weeksearlier. Given that we
only had ourselvesto answer to and we had about 10
days away from work, we thought that we would go
with theflow abit and see how wefelt about doing other
activitiesinthearea.

We started the drivefrom Adelaide just before 0600hrs
on Thursday 27th September. The Leigh Creek
temperature had been forecast at 37 degrees, so we
weren't really looking forwardtoahot driveand also a
hot arrival at ArcoonaCreek but therewasn't much that
wecould do about it. Thefirst coupleof hoursof driving
wasreadlly pleasant but about 10km before Hawker a
strong north headwind setin. Theold diesel worked hard,
power hungry air conditioning was off themenu so the
rest of thetrip washot and uncomfortable.

Whenwegot to our ArcoonaCreek car camp Site, Garry
suggested that wewalk straight to Vandenberg for the
night rather than camp by the car. We started walking at
around 1530hrsand arrived at Vandenberg 1 camp site
at about 1800hrs. Interestingly, although thetemperature
for Leigh Creek reached 36.8 degrees, the wind and
low humidity madeit ssem much cooler.

We had taken only acouple of litres of water each in
with us. Theintention wasto get to upper Sambot that
evening to get more water, but given the late hour, we
raided thewater cache of afew litresfor the night and
morning sart.

The previousgroup had already told usthat Wild Ass
and Grandfield had nowater in them but when they were
thereafew weeksearlier, Sambot had beautiful clean
water, so good that the cache had been topped up with
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it. So the plan wasto get up in the morning and do the
photography circuit climbing upto North Tusk andonto
The Plateau, returning to camp via Sambot armed with
fresh water for ourselvesand to replenish the cache.

On Friday morning, wewoketo awarmwind and light
rain. That wasn't so bad —we packed acouple of thermal

topsand araincoat and we set off up thehill. Within half
an hour, that warm light rain had turned to astrongicy
wind and steady rain. We got colder and colder aswe
pressed on, not stopping on North Tusk on theway up
asweusually dofor amorning teaasthewind and cold
was penetrating. Wewerehoping that it would bewarmer
on theway back to compl ete the photography at North
Tusk and havealunch stop. By thetimewereached The
Plateau, stopping only long enough to do the photopoints,
our fingerswerefrozen and | was shivering. Belatedly
we put on all our warmiesand made aretreat.

On our approach back to North Tusk the sunwastrying
really hard to have apresencewhich waslovely but the
cold wind and therain coming now in patchy downpours
didn't let up. Getting back to North Tusk, wetook the
photosand found alovely spot intheleesideof thewind,
wherewelay about on therockstrying to warm up and
dry out. Therain had all but ceased and out of thewind
it wasquite pleasant.

Returning to camp viaEichler Creek, weturned off to
collect weter at Sambot. Thewater wasno longer beautiful
and clean, but rather a brownish colour and not very
deep. It was a bit marginal, but we needed it, so we
took afew litresback to camp to usefor cooking. We
didn't top up the cache with any of thiswater. On the
next tripwewill need to do awater walk into Vandenberg
2for use by theexpeditioners.

Back at our camp, we listened to the sounds of |ots of
birds that were flitting about from tree to tree and
propelling themselves quitelow aboveus, sounding like
jet enginesat times. Therewere masses of tiny budgies
and what we think were martins. We also listened
unhappily to the sound of goatscalling out to oneancther.

On Saturday we spent sometimeexploring cavesinthe
cliffs around Vandenberg, looking out for whatever
interesting animal remainswe might Having poked our
headsinto every cave and crack that we could find, we
werenearly at the end of our search when amazingly,
out on an open ledge exposed to the weather, we spotted
alump of amberat (stick -nest rat excreta). What agood
morning of exploring.

We packed up camp and headed back to the car,
deciding to do theWallaby walk and stay another night

Figure2: Lump of amber at on exposed ledge; Photogr aph by Garry Trethewey
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inArcoonaCreek before heading out towardsAdelaide.
Thewak upwaslovey —beautiful weather, light breeze,
20 degrees. We weren't particularly quiet with our
walking or our talking. M ost peoplewho have seenthe
wallabiesinand around therocky hillsidesand cliffsof
Wallaby and Evasive Creeks have seen them whenever
they haven't been quiet.

In theory you are meant to creep along as silently as
possi ble and communicate with oneanother by tapping
rocks together with at least one person scaling
dangeroudy looserocky dliffs. Any way, thistakesforever
to do, so most people tend to amble up and just stop
fromtimeto timetolook and listen. It wasat one such
stop that Garry spotted ayellow footed rock wallaby on
a rocky hillside above Wallaby Creek. We sat and
watched for awhile and discovered atotal of 5 of them
watching usback. That waslovely. Needlessto say that
thiswalk was al so another opportunity tolook in every
cave that we saw that wasn't too high up for amberat
and animal remains.

We took abreak at ahigh point near thetop of Wallaby

Creek sothat | could test my phonereception. Pointing
towards Owieandana, | got one bar, so that was good
toknow. Whilewewereresting Garry said to methat he
thought that he could seeaCodonocarpuspyramidalis
(Slender Bell-fruit) tree. | turnedtolook inthe general
directionand said that | could seeit too. Infact, | was
looking at adifferent tree. Then we started to seemany
of them on one small ridge only. There was only one
thing for it—tomapit, GPSit and make somenotes. The
treeswere amongst masses of Gossypium sturtianum
(SturtsDesert Rose) which curiously werealso only on
this one small ridge in such abundance. This was a
wonderful find sincethe Codonocar puspyramidalisis
quiterareand are considered avulnerable species.

After a long distraction with the Codonocarpus
pyramidalisfind, wemade our way to thetop of wallaby
creek where we stopped for lunch looking acrossthe
steep sidesof the hillsbounding Evasive Creek. Aswe
weresitting there, ayellow footed rock wallaby bolted
past just below us. Great. After lunch, we began the
decent into Evasive Creek. Thisisthepart that | aways
hate.

Figure 3: Codonocarpuspyramidalisand Gossypium sturtianum on onesmall ridge; Photograph by Garry Trethewey
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Thedopeisvery steep andthegroundisloose, so every
dipislikely to end up with ahandful (or bumful) of
spinifex, or worse, abig didedownthestegp dope. Itis
adow and thoughtful descent until you reach the creek.
Onceinthecreek thereislotsof largerock hopping, but
that isarelief and a pleasure after the hairy descent.
Again, poking aroundin caves, wefound another lump
of amberat. Thishad turned out to beavery productive
and enjoyableday.

Overal, we saw, emus, sleepy lizards, goats, yellow
footed rock wallabies, euros, pretty birdsand no snakes.
Thefollowing morning we packed up and left Arcoona
Creek. On the way out we met the new Manager of
Owieandana, Greg Smithson, whoinvited usinfor acup
of tea. Greg hasjust finished afour monthtria at Owie
and hasnow signed up for four years. After tea, mince
piesand arest we headed off towards Edeowie where
we hoped to find aroom for the night where we could
cleanup, get into abed, use akitchen and then start the
next few daysof thewalking and tenting trip.

Unfortunately, being school holidays and the long
weekend, therewas nothing availablefor us. Wilpena
wasgoingto bethe same. Weasked if therewould bea
gpareroom over the next couple of nightsbut therewas
nothing. Wedecided to pitchtentin oneof thedesignated
camp sitesin BrachinaGorge. We called into 3 of the
camp siteswhichwereall full. Thelast onewewent to
had one pretty good spot left. We set up in the fading
light and were gone again by 0730hrsthe next morning.

Garry waskeentodothegeologica trail againseeingas
wewerethere and we had thetime. At anice stopping
point welooked into acouple of promising cavesand
low and behold found the mother-load of amberat and
stick nest rats nests. This nest would have been about
600mm wide by about 250mm high. Unfortunately the
dopeof thefloor of thecave put it just out of reach and
unableto beattained by climbing (smoothwrong doping
wallswith no holds). We have GPS referenced it and
taken photosfor Graham Medlin. Itispossiblethat this
oneisalready known about and istill intact duetoit's
inaccessi bility. Thedrivethrough Brachinawasreally
crowded thistime, but was still good. With hoppingin
and out of the car every 5 minutes, Garry thoroughly
recommendsthe BrachinaGeological Trail to anybody
withthedightest interest in geology. It took usabout 5
hoursfor usto get through, sowewerevery tired at the
end of it. It wasalso day 5without ashower, abed or a
kitchen and there was no promise of being ableto get
thispackageof thingswithinthenext few daysif wewere
to stay inthearea. Wewanted to do somemorewalking
in WilpenaPound either from the Edeowie end or the

Figure4: Garryin EvasiveCreek cave collecting a piece of

amberat; Photograph by MichelleTrethewey

Figure5: Very largestick nest rat nest and amberat found

in Brachina; Photography by Garry Trethewey

WilpenaCamp ground end but morethan that, we both
wanted one night of home comforts beforewe started
out again. | think that one's longing for comfort is
heightened when very tired. In the end we decided to
come hometo Adel aide and make Wil pena Pound the
subject of aseparate walk on another occasion.

What an enjoyabletrip. Having arrived back home, |
cantwait to get to back tothe Hlindersand North Flinders
Rangesagain

Contact: michtreth@bigpond.com
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A Hiltaba Holiday

Trent Porter

Figurel: Hiltabahomestead and outbuildings

Back in September, Ray and | werefeding abitinneed
for sometimeoff and theword had got around that Nature
Foundation had recently bought Hiltaba Station. Asl

had doneanumber of kangaroo surveysonthe property
with DEH severa yearsbefore, | had fond memories of
the place and therewas now an opportunity to volunteer
as atemporary caretaker for aweek. SEG were also
considering aninvitationto do abiodiversity survey in
2013. Stuart Pillman had been doing somemining of data
bases about the place in preparation for this and he
offered to come along so that we might try and locate
previous photo and survey points. Greg Johnston (Nature
Foundation Ecologist) dsojoinedin sothat hecouldtake
hisfamily and show them what Hiltabawasall about.
So on the 24" September we met on the Port Augusta
Foreshorefor coffee, lunchand planning.

Therest of theday was spent negotiatingthelargely dirt
road through station country arriving at Hiltabasometime
after dark where we settled into the rather beautiful
homestead. Some time had to be spent locating and

reading al theinstructions on operating the generator,
lights, batteries etc. but we eventually had all the
machinery going. Next morning wetottered out to be
greeted by abeautiful day and awhite Eurojust behind
thehomestead and many, many birdsfeeding fromthe
flowering eucalypts over-hanging the homestead
verandahs.A very pleasant way to begintheday!! There
was much to explore around the homestead, including
several different generations of Jackaroo's quarters,
workshops, many different rubbish dumps, andvisiblea
kilometer or two away were the shearing shed and
shearersquarters. Theseturned out to bewell worn but
anideal basefor an Expedition.

Oneof our first jobswastofill thewater tank at ‘ The
Gap' which meant quitealong drivewith ajerry can of
diesel, along the pipeline, past several old windmills,
bores, tanks etc. to Barry Bore where thereisatiny
shed containing an elderly looking diesel pump. Here
we had tofill thefuel tank, connect the batteries, bleed
arfromthefud linesand sart thepump, thentravel severd
kilometersback to await thearrival of thewater.
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By thetimethe Gap Tank wasfull thediese tank a Barry
Borewasempty which meant atrip back to disconnect
the battery ‘till the next pumping session was needed.
Whiletheboyswere engaged in mechanical things, Ray
wasexploring the homestead groundsand came back to
report alarge snake. Thiscaused great excitement and
several sprint records were broken and sheets of old
gav wereflung asderecklesdy until | managedto grab
alarge snake by thetail. | hung on grimly as Greg and
Stuart disengaged the bitey end from aroll of chicken
wire and other entanglements Fortunately, it had been
quickly identified asacarpet python before the capture-
soitwasn't asheroic or foolish asit sounds. The snake
turned out to quite unfazed by the captureand wasvery
easy to handle. After taking a scale clipping, it was
eventually released whereit wasfound, no doubt toits
relief. I1t'sprobably telling tall talesof giantstoit’sgrand-
pythons aswe speak!

Figure2: GregJohnston with Car pet Python
(Morelia spilota)

We explored the property locating photo points and
taking new photographs over the next few days. Part
way through thiswe had to move out of the homestead
to the Jackaroo’s quarters because a party of
bushwalkers were being brought up by Nature
Foundation Council to investigate the potential of Mt
Friday and Mt Hiltabafor adventure hiking and they had
first dibsonthefancy digs. Meanwhile Greg had totravel
back to Port Augustato pick up hisfamily and some
additiond supplies.

On the next morning, there was great excitement as
Greg's son spotted a large black goanna (Varanus
tristus) basking onthesidewall of their quarters. Many
photosweretaken but it was not possible or necessary
to capture him at that point. Meanwhile we were
surrounded by aflock of about 200 merino shegp coming
and goingtotheonly availablewater inaquiteelaborate
dam behind thehomestead. Theanima noiseseventudly

subsided after Peter Privett (Manager of Yarna) came
roaring over themountainin hisultralight and mustered
themall into theyardsat the shearing shed. Very hair-
raising to watch!! Don’t know what his insurance
company wouldthink!

Asthe dayspassed all too quickly, we toured most of
the property and re-located all the photo pointsand past
survey pointsand re-took photosto comparewith those
takenin previousyears - thedifferencein vegetation
cover, particularly grasseswas very striking - what a
differenceabit of extrarain makes!

Thisobvioudy hasan effect onthelarger fauna asthere
were more emus and kangaroos and evidence of
wombats than I’ ve seen anywhere. In fact, wombat
excavationsmade driving on the station tracksquitea
hazardous undertaking and stretched the nervesabit,
especialy at night. Therewerelotsof other reptiles, in
particular, caught and observed aswetravelled around.
It'seasy to seethe problemstrying to runit asasheep
property (littlewater) but it isan ancient and beautiful
landscape and welook forward to returning to explore
more of it’ssecrets.

On Friday, we had to pack to leave, but Greg and his
tribe stayed to spend time becoming morefamiliar with
the place, so webid them farewell and started thelong
trek back toAdelaide.

Figure 3: Local reptilewildlife: Peninsula
Dragon (Ctenophorus fionni)

Contact email: Trentasaur us@bigpond.com
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Kangaroo Island Planting Festival

Helen Johnson

Figurel: Reinstated habitat on Kangar oo I dand planted in 2008 and photogr aphed in 2012. Photogr aph

courtesy DEWNR

The Kangaroo Island Nationally Threatened Plant
Program (KINTPP), aproject run by the Department
of Environment, Water and Natural Resources
(DEWNR), wasstarted in 2002 to facilitatetherecovery
of nationaly threstened plant specieson Kangaroo Idand.
Thelack of habitat posed the main problem for these
threatened species, particularly thosethat live onthe
eastern half of the island. In 2004 the KINTPP
commenced work on a project to reinstate habitat in
specificareasof theidand that had been cleared of native
vegetation, with theareasbeing sel ected so astorestore
connectivity between exigting nativevegetation fragments.

Oneof thekey aimsof the project isto put back habitat,
not just plant trees. The plantingsincludeasmany species
aspossible: grasses, sedges, shrubsand treesover many
different structural layers: under, mid and upper storey.
FAantingsaremade asdensaly aspossblewithaminimum
of 2000 plants per hectare. This approach is very
different from many revegetation projects.

| have been searching for areason to print thisstunning
and inspiring photo (Figurel taken in July 2012) of

reinstated habitat planted in 2008. Thereason camein
the form of an email from Danny Male, DEWNR,
advertisngthenext Kangaroo I1dand Planting Festiva to
be held on Friday 5th, Saturday 6th and Sunday 7th July
2013. Preparationsare aready underway onanew site
where the aim isto restore 25 hectares of habitat for
someof Kangaroo Idand’srarest plant life.

The planting site pictured aboveispart of Cygnet Park
Sanctuary, themagjority of which wascleared and used
as a farm. The property is 300ha in total and
approximately 75haof remnant vegetation was|eft on
the property beforework started on it in 2008. Cygnet
Park isnow one of the largest blocks of intact native
vegetationinthe Eastern Plainsareaof Kangaroo Idand.
TheUniversity of Adelaide hasaPhD student working
ontheproperty looking into whether important ecologica
processes (such as pollination) are starting to happen
withinreinstated aress.

In order to achievethe habitat restoration, the project
relies on the help of volunteers, and every year the
Kangaroo Island Planting Festival is held over one
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weekend in July when hundreds of volunteers descend
ontheisland to help out with the planting. The project
hasinvolved over 2000 volunteersand has planted over
400,000 plants to reinstate close to 200 hectares of
habitat in eastern Kangaroo Island. Over 130 different
species have been planted, all sourced locally to the
planting areaand grown in apurpose-built nursery by
KINTPP<aff. Inadditionto the planting, thewholearea
isseeded (by hand) with amixture of 20-30 different

Species.

After 2 yearstheresultsfrom annual surveysshow that
over 90% of theorigina plantsaredill dive. At theoldest
site (2008) thereisstill over 80% surviva after 4 years,
and those plants are now well established, producing
flowersand viable seedsand are providing habitat to a
huge array of invertebrates, reptiles, birds and small
mammals

| attended the Kangaroo |9 and Planting Festival in 2011
for just oneday asavolunteer. | planted at Cygnet Park
Sanctuary, and wrote an articlefor SEGMENT Sabout
thisinspiring experience (December 2011, Vol. 27, No.
3).

If youwould liketo be part of next year’sevent please
contact Heiri Klein at the Department of Environment,
Water and Natural Resourcesat:
heinrich.klein@sa.gov.au

Contact: kdolphin@inter node.on.net

Figure2: Volunteer sat work at the 2012 K angar oo I dand planting festival. Photogr aph courtesy DEWNR
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Minnawarra Poplar Project

Janet Furler

Figurel: Theridgebengrevegetated

In September |ast year wewere successful in applying
for aFederd Government Caring for Our Country grant,
allowing for fencing and revegetating sections of
Minnawarra. A large portion of the work has been
completed, with ahuge amount of help from working
beevolunteers.

There aretwo partsto thework, aconcerted attack on
aweed species, and fencing and planting for revegetation.

Thepoplar attack hasbeen extraordinarily effective. The
stewascleared of maybe 1000 semsonawarmday in
February, alength of fence erected and balesof hay for
erosion control were put in place. In September we had
the next of aseriesof weekend working beesand planted
about 100 local native specieswherethe poplarswere
removed. When | checked the site at the beginning of
November al the plantings|ooked very happy, and some
had grown out the top of their tree guards. Asfor the
reshooting of the poplars, | found adozen small shoots
over thewholesite. Thesewill bevery easy to poisonas

they appear. Unfortunately for the hard workerswho
madethe poplar pile, we had to burn the pile before the
fireban season started. | can say it wasvery satisfactory
to seel

Figure2: Thepoplar heap burning
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Part two of thegrant wasfencing areasfor regeneration
or creating corridors. Having worked out where the
fencing was going, we had to wait until thefence post
basher-innerscould dotheir bit without diding Sdeways
down thehill (it has happened before!). With thefence
postsup wewere set for Poplar Day 2. Variousteams
ranwiresfor fencing and planted 300 local undergrowth
speciesinthreedifferent places. Poplar Day 2b, onthe
following Sunday, saw another 150 plantsin, with the
remaining 150 planted by Richard Willingand me. These
plantshaveal had at |east one watering and two good
rainssince being planted. Whilethey aren’t growing as
quickly asthe poplar plantings, dueto thethin topsoil on
theridge, they are still looking happy. There are also
gum seedlings and resprouting. Banjo the puppy is
definitely growing faster thanthetrees.

Figure3: Banjohelpingwith treeguards

Theplantsweputinthisyear were Treesfor Lifeplants,
grown for usby Masto Myles (thank you Masto). We
haveanother 1,000 plants, different loca species, coming

next autumn, grown by Trees for Life. We will be
organising another planting weekend next winter and will
bevery grateful for al assistance given. Wewill dsotry
to pick a better date and avoid important days like
Father’sday!

Bush For Life

About 18 monthsago, thewhole 380 haof Minnawarra
wasrecognised aBushfor Lifeste. BFL organisesmini-
BATS, which are small groups of peoplewho cometo
take care of asiteonacasua basis. Wehavemini-BATs
onthethird Sunday of each month, from 10amto 1pm.
Mostly the jobs done are weeding various species, in
different spotsaround the property. The SEG Biodiversity
Stesget specid attention.

Althoughitispreferablefor participantsto have attended
aBFL basictraining morning, all comersarewelcome
and sometraining and gear isprovided at thetime.

Contact :
Janet on 0419 842 667
Email: thefurler s@gmail.com

Figure4: Someof thenew plantsin thepoplar site. Thiswasall densepoplar growth.

14 Journal of Scientific Expedition Group, December 2012, Vol. 28, No. 3. p. 13-14



Minnawarra Biodiversity Survey

Janet Furler

Figurel: Rattusfuscipescaught in the new pit

Therun uptothissurvey (from 29th September to 3rd
Ocotber) waseven busier than usual, with two projects
to get up and running before we could start. We have
been awarethat the pitswe began using a the beginning
of thesurvey arenct thebest shapefor catchingmammals.
Replacing the buckets with PVC tubing
(150mmx500mm) will alow usto seehow many beasties
wehavemissedinthelast 11 years. It hasalso given us
the chancetorefinethe pitfall fencelinesand adjust the
placing of the pits. What it actually meant was cutting,
drillingand gluing PV C pipe (2x6m lengthsgeneroudy
donated by I plex Pipdines, thanks Phil Sutton, and Jack
Holgar for your help), two weekends of posthole e
digging by Alex and Andreas(thanksguys), fillingin other
holes, repogtioning fencelines, (thanksAlun), to get back
towherewe started from!

Theother project wastransferring our 1D system from
ear holesto microchips. Thiswasthe easier option than
growing extraearsontheanimas. It wasanother of those
‘Jugt dothis thoughtsthat then had many detalls—training
injectorsand holders, developing asystemto minimise
holdersgetting bitten, changing all our paperwork.

Inthe end we had everything organised ontimeto open
thestesand catch afew animal's, enabling David Schultz
to approveour system (thanks Schultzy for your help).

Figure 2 : Scanning the chip in Rattus fuscipes
caught inthenew pit

We kept the number of participants low so we could
refine our technique, but theanimalsgot wind of it as
well and stayed away in droves. Thismay have been
dueto thefull moon onthefirst night. Therecent 14mm
of rain probably kept temperatures down to slow the
reptilesaswell.

Theweather began quite cool, warming gradualy.
Saturday29™ 6-10 deg C. Cloudy, isolated showers
1mm. Mod SW wind

Sunday 30" Sept. 6-11 deg C. Cloud clearing, light
showers. Light SWwind

Monday 1% Oct. 5-15deg C. Cloudy with sunny periods.
Light SEwind. Rainnil

Tuesday 2™ 6-19 deg C. Clear, sunny. Light NEwind
Wednesday 3 13-23 deg C. Clear, sunny. Mod NW
wind

Themost surprising result thistimewasaNil round at
our most populous Site 1 —aprevioudy unheard of event.
Site 2 (the swamp over theroad) had the best showing
with 21 animals. All the other sitesranged from2to 8
animals. Our total catch was 64 animals, quite alow
number, which we handled 128 times (range 1-8 times
caught). We had one femal e antechinuswho turned up
every round (8 times) and had maintained her weight
throughout. Peanut butter and oatsis obviously good
food! Of the 64 mammalswe had 37 Bush rats (Rattus
fuscipes), 16 Swamp rats (Rattus lutreolus) and 11
Marsupia mice (Antechinusflavipes, all femaleat this
timeof year). We caught noferal ratsor mice.
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Thepractica sdeof micro-chipping ended up easier than
wewere dreading. One or two wriggled at thewrong
(right?) time and got away but a95% successratefor
thefirgt survey isOK. Add theabsenceof bitten or micro-
chipped fingers and | would declare it a successful
operation.

As for other catches, there were only 6 Common
Froglets, one Garden Skink, a scorpion and about 40
sawfly larvaein amassinthemiddle of thetrack. The
award for prettiest goesto the Superb BlueWrenmale
(Maluruscyaneus) caught inan Elliott trap threetimes.

Figure3 Superb BlueWren (Maluruscyaneus)

Many thanksas usual to the scribes, foot sprayers, gate
openers, coffee makers, trap counters, bait rollers,
diggers, fillers, proppersand genera good company. It
absolutely wouldn' t bethe samewithout you.

FOUND

A gold ladies watch with a stretch band was found
recently hanging on asprinkler near thefarm house. It
may befrom the survey, apoplar day or avisitor. | am
happy to send aphoto to anyonewho isinterested.

Contact: Janet Furler
Janet on 0419 842 667
Email : thefurler @gmail.com

Datesfor next year
Autumn 2013

Saturday 13" April to Wednesday 17 April
Help needed to set up on Friday

Spring 2013

Saturday 27" September to Wednesday 2™
October.
Help needed to set up on Friday. TV screen
available on Saturday afternoon.

March to Wednesday 6 March 2013.

which is in progress.

John Love.

Morella in March 2013

SEG is planning a small expedition to do a survey of birds, mammals and reptiles on Morella, a
property owned by Wetlands and Wildlife, near Salt Creek in the upper South-East, from Friday 1

Morella had been cleared for grazing. The survey is to record the effects on local fauna of revegetating,

There will be six lines of pitfall and Elliott traps and opportunistic searching. Invertebrates are not
in our brief. We need six volunteers to help the three scientific leaders. If you are interested, please
email me at <jhlove@internode.on.net> or write to me at 17 Lascelles Avenue, Beaumont 5066.
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A Trip to Gluepot

Helen Johnson

Figurel: White- Browed Babbler s( Pomatostomus superciliosus)

Asaresult of achance conversation withAnnette Vincent,
SEG’sant expert, | found myself at Gluepot Reservefor
sx daysin October. Annette hasbeen conducting regular
ant surveysat Gluepot since 2007, monitoring seasonal
and annual changesin ant populations. On the Nullarbor
trip | had taken responsibility for theant surveysat the
Hughesand Muckeracampsandwaskeentolearnmore.
| had heard about Gluepot from Duncan Mackenzie
whilst wewere onthelong driveto Arkaroolafor the
2011 survey, and | had been very keen to visit the
Reserve. BirdLifeAudtrdiaowns Gluepot Reservewhich
isrun as a publicly funded reserve with a voluntary
Management Committee (Chair, Duncan Mackenzie).
Teamsof volunteersundertakethetaskslaid outinafive
year management plan and donate an average of 27,760
hours per year. Gluepot Reserve runslike clockwork
andisvery muchonthemap*“internationdly”.

Thetripto Gluepot isan easy four hour driveviaWaikerie
whereyou stock up with fruit and vegetables, sincethe
regionisin afruit fly control area. John Weyland, a
volunteer with the SA. Museum, and | travelled in

Annette’scar, and | wasglad to be* ontheroad again”.
Weenjoyed alight lunch at the Waikerie Bakery where
Annette’ shandbag remained for thenext six days. It says
something about the “leaving behind of your worldly
goods’ when you go on biodiversity trips, that you can
manage without those personal things (aslong asyou
canfind asparecombinyour car!).

I had heard from Duncan about the many awardsthat
Gluepot had won, but | was completely unprepared for
the“wall” of framed awardsintheimpressiveVisitor’'s
Centre, whichisthefirst stopfor al visitorsto Gluepot.
My imageof semi-arid maleecountry wasof farly sparse
vegetation, and | imagined camping Sitesin open areas
of red earth with along-drop toil et somewhere rather
prominently placed. Theredlity issofar fromthat asto
be quite breathtaking. The camping sites(three of them)
areset back alittlefrom the tracksin densewoodland,
and asyou drive past you havetolook quite hard to see
whether there are campers present.

Journal of Scientific Expedition Group, December 2012, Vol. 28, No. 3. p 17-20 17



When Gluepot was purchased by BirdsAustraliain 1997
therewere eighteen damson the property. Thedecision
wasmadetofill in sixteen of thedamsand fence off two
(from herbivores) for domestic use. Thisaction resulted
inanatural de-stocking of both nativeand fera animals
and alowed themalleewoodland to recover. Theresults
are amazing, with Gluepot Reservenow regarded asa
worldleader in conservation and land management. Itis
indeed asemi-arid woodland paradise.

Gluepot is a centre for scientific research with 295
permanent biodiversity sites. The sitesare monitored
annually for birds, mammals, reptiles, photo points,
vegetation and malleefowl. Bat research and fire effects
on biodiversity area soimportant research areas. About
athird of the51,300haproperty (whichisapprox. 37km
x 14km) isold growthintact malleewith sometreesbeing
hundreds of yearsold. Gluepot hasthelargest block of
intact malleeinAustraliaaccording to thewebsite(which
isvery informative). The property supportsover 200 bird
specieswith 18 of thesebeing nationally threatened, 53
speciesof reptilesand 12 speciesof bats(somenationdly
threatened) - thereare very few areasin theworld that
support such aconcentration of threatened species.

Annette, John and | asa scientific team stayed in the
comfortable permanent accommodation and prepared
and ate mealsinthe communal kitchen. Weworked in
theimpressively-resourced science centreto study ants
collected opportunistically. | peered down amicroscope
and became“knowledgeable’ about shapes of gastors
and petioles, and even remembered afew funny sounding
names of species.

Expertscomeand go at Gluepot, and at dinner timeyou

meet and conversewith interesting peoplefrom around
Australiaand acrosstheworld. | wasfortunate to spend

Figure2: Spendid Fairy-Wren (Malurussplendens)

ahalf aday with bird experts on aresearch project on
fairy wrens. In their company | was delighted to see
Butcher Birds, White-Browed Babblers, White Fairy
Wrens, Splendid Fairy Wrens, Variegated Fairy Wrens,
Elegant Parrots, Orange Chats, and agorgeous painted
dragon. On other occasions | saw a Brown Falcon,
Spiney-cheeked Honeyesters, Maor Mitchells, Galahs,
apair of Rainbow Bee-eaters, aMaleeRingneck and a
pair of MulgaParrots.

We set up twelvesiteseach withten micropitsinarange
of different habitats. Oneareahad had abushfirein 2006,
another areahad undergone acontrolled burn and athird
areawasunburnt. Thevegetation variesacrossthesestes
and | becameinterestedin collecting samplesof vegetation
and attempting to identify them. Onthe afternoons after
the micropits had been checked wewould retregt to the
science centre and whil st Annette and John were busy
withtheir work | begantolook at theextensivelibrary.
TheReservehasitsown herbarium collection (aduplicate
islodged with the State Herbarium), and acomprehensive
survey of vegetation was undertaken by Michael Hyde
and reported in 2001. Hispublicationisavailablefor
sdeat theVigtor Centre. Annettewasinterested indoing
opportunistic ant surveysin vegetation areasdifferent to
thetwel vemicropit Stes, and sothisreport wasinvauable
for aidinginthechoiceof several other areas.

Withthe*“Field Guideto Plantsof the Outback of South
Augraia’ (alsofromthesciencecentre) and alist of the
plantsidentified by Hydefor one of the chosen aress,
we set out; John and Annetteto “ant” and metoidentify
plants. Onreturning to theaccommodationwiththeField
Guideand afew unidentified plantsinmy hand, | stopped
to say hello to two new arrivals outside the
accommodation. Imagine my surpriseand delight when

Figure 3: MulgaParrots (Psephotusvarius)

18 Journal of Scientific Expedition Group, December 2012, Vol. 28, No. 3. p. 17-20



ingtead of introducing himsdf themansaidtome*®| wrote
that book!” 1t was none other than Frank Kutsche, who
with Brendan Lay had published the Guide. Theyoung
lady with himwasEllen Ryan-Colton, agpecidisinmalles
plants, whom | had met at Cedunawhen two of thefour
Nullarbor groups had congregated on the last night of
thetrip.

Ellen Ryan-Colton (whoisa soamember of the Gluepot
Management Committee) and Frank Kutschetook me
out with them on alate afternoon foray measuring and
logging severa plant speciesto record goat damage. |
learned alot in their company and decided to collect
samplesof vegetation fromal themicropit siteswhilst
wewereretrieving the micropitson thelast day of the
survey. Onthelast night, in poor light and between pre-
dinner drinks, preparing ameal and estingamed, | had
the expert identification skillsof Frank and Ellen, who

generoudy and skilfully identified and logged plantsfrom
sites1to4. Annetteand | felt confident to continuethe
identification later when we arrived back inAdelaide,
especialy sinceAnnette had acopy of Frank’sbook in
her privatelibrary, abook whichiscurrently out of print.
Over several daysweidentified and logged plantsfrom
theremaining eight Stes(storing the plantsinthefridgein
the meantime). We felt that we had learned alot and
Annette had added to her ant survey in auseful way.
Frank at theMuseumwould becaleduponto“id’ those
few pesky plantsthat defied us.

Photography by Duncan Mackenzie
Contact: Helen Johnson
Email: kdolphin@inter node.on.net

Figure4: Australian Ringneck Parrot ( Barnardiuszonarius)
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HILTABA

SEG’s Expedition for 2013 will be to HILTABA, which is Nature Foundation’s
new conservation property on northern Eyre Peninsula near Lakes Everard
and Acraman. This ancient and spectacular land has been de-stocked and the
Foundation has asked SEG to do a baseline study to find out what life is there
presently and to assist with future monitoring. Quite a few very uncommon
critters and plants have been noticed already!

The survey will take place in two phases — FAUNA (meat & not much veg.)
from April 14th. 2013 to April 27th. 2013 and FLORA ( veg. & not much meat)
from August 25th. 2013 to Sept. 7th. 2013. Applications are open for either
or both. Accommodation will be available in Shearer’s quarters or camping
among shady Casuarinas. Costs are not yet set but will be minimal.

Contact Trent now to obtain application forms as numbers
will be much lower than usual. A/H 82789078 or
trentasaurus@bigpond.com

BirdLife Ausralia

Getting to Know Reptiles

9& 10March 2013
Code: REP12
Facilitator: Dr. Mark Hutchinson

A short courseon the basics of observing and identifying
lizardsand snakesin arid environments. The coursewill run
for 2days. It isaimed at anyonewho would liketo improve
their abilitiesin finding and identifying reptiles. Field
activitieswill include both night and day observation. Aspects
of lizard photography will also beincluded.

Journal of Scientific Expedition Group, December 2012, Vol. 28, No. 3. p. 17-20



SEGmenls

SCIENTIFIC EXPEDITION GROUP

The Scientific Expedition Group (SEG) came into being at a public meeting on 21st August 1984. Members receive
regular information on SEG activities and expeditions. Membership is open to any persons, family or organisation
interested in the following aims:

* The promotion and running of expeditions of a scientific, cultural and adventurous nature.
* The furthering of knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the natural environment.

* Promotion of the values and philosophy of wilderness.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP AND MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

for 2013
SUBSCRIPTIONS
Adult member - - --------------- $30.00
Concession card¢ student------ - - - - - -$15.00
Family membership------------- $35.00
Corporatemembership - - - - - - - - ----- $35.00
A, . . e e
AArESS . . .o
Telephone(H) . ........... ... ... ... ..... (W) .o
E-mail . .

Detailsof scientific, cultural, and adventuring or other relevant skill or interests
you may be prepared to share with the group:
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