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Scientific Expedition Group Inc. 

 The Scienc Expedion Group is a no-or-pro organisaon

which began in 1984. SEG underakes several expedions each year

o record scienc inormaon on wildlie and he environmen in

many pars o Souh Ausralia. 

 A major expedion o conduc a biodiversiy survey occurs

each year over wo weeks. Scienc expers lead voluneers in

surveying mammals, reples, inverebraes, vegeaon, birds and

physical geography. The daa colleced on each survey are archived

wih he relevan Sae scienc insuons o ensure hey are

available o anyone ineresed in our Sae’s environmen. 

 In addion o he major expedion, a number o rips or he

Vulkahunha-Gammon Ranges Scienc Projec are organised

annually. A long erm sudy o rainall on he ranges and o waer

ow in arid-zone creeks is underaken. All daa are supplied o he

Deparmen or Environmen and Waer and o he Bureau o

Meeorology and are available or analysis. 

 SEG conducs our-day biodiversiy surveys a eigh dieren

sies each auumn and spring in he Heriage Area o scrub on

“Minnawarra” arm near Myponga. Daa colleced are enered ino

he Biological Daa Base o SA. SEG also conducs mallee owl

monioring in he Murraylands. 
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EDITORIAL  

SEGmens readers will recall ha abou 18 monhs ago

here was a lo o commoion around he Souh Ausralian

Museum. The newly appoined Direcor and he Chairman o

he Museum Board aced by budge shorages and perhaps a

misguided idea o he role o a museum, proposed a Museum

resrucure which would have had he eec o downgrading

he science sa o only curaorial sa.  

There was, as many will remember, a major oucry

which culminaed in a huge public proes ouside Parliamen

House. This caugh he aenion o he Sae Premier and a

number o review commiees were subsequenly se up. 

SEG had a paricular ineres in he proceedings because

under several Acs we were obliged o lodge voucher

specimens and suddenly ha acion was no able o be

carried ou. SEG also has worked wih Museum science sa

over many years and has had Museum scieniss on our

expediions. 

The major review worked hrough a number o sages

and came o head in lae 2024 when he Chairman o he

Board resigned and he Direcor was relieved o his posiion.

A new Board Chairman, Dr Rober Sain, was appoined

and a Acing Direcor, Clare Mockler, was appoined. They

were asked o prepare a ive-year sraegic plan or he

Museum.

A Sraegic Plan Discussion Paper has been released and

was open or eedback unil he end oMay.  

Besides my ineres in relaion o he links beween SEG

and he Museum I have a paricular ineres because I

voluneer in wo secions o he Museum Science Cenre and

my amily has donaed a considerable collecion o he

Museum. I have aended a number omeeings working up

o issue o he Dra Sraegic Plan and aended he Public

Forum in mid-May. 

The Dra Sraegic Plan ses ou he ollowing: 

PurposeWe care or and manage Souh Ausralia’s

naural and culural collecons. We grow, research

and share his heriage o build a legacy ha

celebraes our unique place in global hisory and

deepens our knowledge o he world.  

Vision The way we use ousanding collecons and

research o ascinae and educae connecs people

wih our deep naural and culural pas, engages hem

wih he presen, and inspires hem o shape he

uure.  

AconsWe will work side by side wih Aboriginal and

Torres Srai Islander communies o resore,

repariae and ell he sory o Ausralia’s Firs Peoples

and heir unique relaonship o Counry. We will

use cutng-edge science o curae and explore he

collecons o reveal our naural hisory and

biodiversiy.  We will engage wih he communiy o

oser learning and discovery and o inorm decision-

making. 

The Museum Board will now work hrough he many

submissions and in consulaon wih he Governmen will

publish he Sraegic Plan or he uure o he Museum. 

I is obvious, however, ha he major acor ha will

deermine he uure o he Museum is money. The chronic

underunding which caused he original proposed resrucure

sll needs o be addressed. I can only be hoped ha he

srong public suppor shown by he proes las year and a

careully hough ou Sraegic Plan or he uure resuls in

adequae unding or such a valuable scienc insuon. 

 

Alun Thomas

alunulna@gmail.com 
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 In Souh Ausralia, he Deparmen or Environmen and

Waer (DEW) is responsible or esablishing and managing

“Proeced Areas”. They cover more han 21% o he Sae.

Naonal Parks are jus one o he dieren sors o

governmen-owned proeced land areas. There are nine

caegories o Governmen-owned Proeced Areas which have

varying degrees o proecon and conservaon value. Bu how

do hey dier? We will nd ou by describing he gazeed

caegories lised below. The exncon o species, loss o

bushland and he disappearance o nave animals rom heir

previous ranges, no o menon he degradaon o pasoral

land rom oversocking, has promped a response rom privae

organisaons. The conservaon o land, and nave ora and

auna is no longer he exclusive preserve o governmen

insrumenalies. There are now (2025) los o dieren non-

governmen organisaons (NGOs) ha privaely own or lease

and/or manage land in Souh Ausralia or conservaon

purposes. These also are presened below. 

Governmen Proeced Areas (or a lis o he names o

land areas and an explanaon, see: hps://en.wikipedia.org/

wiki/Proeced_areas_o_Souh_Ausralia ) 

Naonal Parks are areas omajor scienc or ecological

value ha are open o he public. They are a primary marker

o conservaon and are known or heir large populaons o

wildlie. Naonal Parks are "areas considered o be o naonal

signicance due o wildlie, naural eaures o he land, or

Aboriginal or European heriage". There are 30 Naonal Parks

in Souh Ausralia. The Gammon Ranges Naonal Park (The

Yankaninna pasoral lease’s ormer Arcoona Block) was

declared a Naonal Park in 1970. Mos o he Balcanoona

pasoral lease was added o he Park in 1980, and in 1984 he

Saon’s “Plains Block” beween Balcanoona homesead and

Lake Munda, was added o he Naonal Park. In 2003, he

name was ocially changed o Vulkahunha-Gammon Ranges

Naonal Park. The Park proecsMogurnda clivicola as well as

Quoll and Yellow-ooed Rock Wallaby (YRW).Mos Naonal

Parks have a “Friends o” voluneer group like ours o suppor

he acvies o he Park. 

Wilderness Proecon Areas (The Wilderness Proecon

Ac 1992) provide or "he proecon o wilderness and he

resoraon o land o is condion beore European

colonisaon". Exploraon and mining are no permied in

hese areas. There are 14 in SA. 

A Conservaon Park is an area ha is no necessarily o

naonal signicance, bu is o parcular scienc or ecological

value. Conservaon parks permi camping and oher

recreaonal acvies, bu hese are no encouraged.

Conservaon parks are "areas proeced or he purpose o

conserving wildlie or he naural or hisoric eaures o he

land". 270 in SA. 

A Regional Reserve is an area where conservaon akes

place alongside oher uses, such as mining and grazing.

Regional reserves in Souh Ausralia allow or mineral

exploraon and mining. Are "areas proclaimed or he purpose

o conserving wildlie or naural or hisorical eaures while

allowing responsible use o he area's naural resources" (ie

mining). There are only ve o hese bu hey make up more

han 6% o he area o SA. Lake Frome Regional Reserve, which

adjoins Vulkahunha NP, was proclaimed in 1991, was named

Munda-Lake Frome in 2004 and upgraded o Lake Frome

Naonal Park in November 2021. Many reples such as he

Lake Eyre Dragon, Sand Goanna and Bearded Dragon as well

as Dingo can be seen here. 
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Conservaon Reserves are parcels o "land se aside or

conservaon o naural and culural eaures under he Crown

Land Managemen Ac 2009". 16 in SA! 

Recreaon Parks are “areas managed or public

recreaon and enjoymen in a naural setng”. 13 in SA. 

Indigenous Proeced Areas (IPAs) are areas o land and

sea Counry managed by Firs Naons groups in accordance

wih he radional owners’ objecves. Some areas o IPA land

are recognised as par o he Naonal Reserve Sysem, or

proecon o he naon’s biodiversiy and culural heriage.

Souh Ausralia has 10 IPAs ha cover 6.19 million hecares.

They are:  

Anara-Sandy Bore IPA, Apara-Makiri-Pun IPA, Kalka-

Pipalyajara IPA, Oak Valley rangers, Waarru and Walalkara

IPA (all in he norh-wes o SA); MounWilloughby IPA (80km

norh o Coober Pedy), 

Nanawarrina IPA (adjacen o Vulkahunha NP),

Wardang Island Sea Counry IPA, Walalkara IPA (in he Grea

Vicoria Deser), Yalaa IPA (rom Eyre peninsula o he WA

border), Yappala IPA (near Hawker). In 1998, he

Adnyamahanha people o he Nipapanha Communiy creaed

Ausralia’s rs Indigenous Proeced Area on he old pasoral

saon o Nanawarrina which is adjacen o Vulkahunha

GRNP.Moun Serle is a pasoral lease - held by an

Adnyamahanha organisaon - o he wes o Nepabunna and

abus Vulkahunha. I hopes o become an IPA.  

Game Reserves are "areas se aside or conservaon o

wildlie and he managemen o game or seasonal hunng".

SA has 10. 

Nave Fores Reserves (The Foresry Ac 1950) allows or

he declaraon o ores reserves or "purposes relang o he

conservaon, developmen and managemen o land

supporng nave ora and auna ....". Nave ores reserves,

SA has 60, are adminisered by he Souh Ausralian Foresry

Corporaon (ForesrySA), a wholly owned sae governmen

business.  

I you are ineresed, he names o 484 conservaon

areas in Souh Ausralia may be ound on he World-Wide

Flora and Fauna sie here: hps://www.wwaus ralia.com/

souh-ausralia-vk5.hml (hen scroll down). No inenonally

included in he lis are privae properes wih a Heriage

Agreemen o which here are more he 1500. 

Non-Governmen Proeced Habia Areas  

From he lae 20
h
cenury, here arose many non-

Governmen organisaons ha aimed o own, manage or

rehabiliae areas o naural habia in Souh Ausralia. They

are mosly locaed on land where arid pasoral acvies have

ailed or on land unsuiable or agriculure. Many have

acilies or ouriss o say overnigh, ea, walk and drive on

he areas. Their managemen usually involves conrolling eral

cas, oxes, rabbis, goas and weeds, (and somemes, mice,

ras, pigs, camels, donkeys and deer). They ofen have areas

surrounded by eral-proo ences o proec (ofen

reinroduced) nave animals and plans. Their income comes

rom corporae sponsors, Governmen grans, ouris ees and

donaons rom privae individuals. Summaries o 23 NGOs and

collaboraons o land holders, are alphabecally lised below

(zoos are no included).  

(FYI: Unis o area: 1are (pronounced “air”) = 100m
2
; 1

hecare = 1ha = 100are = 10,000m
2
; 1km

2
= 100ha; Area o

Souh Ausralia: 98,251,136ha ) 

1 Arid Recovery 

Commenced in 1997 by John Read and Kaherine

Moseby, Arid Recovery is an independen no-or-pro

organisaon dedicaed o advancing conservaon science or

Ausralian hreaened species such as Kowari, Sck-nes Ra,

Quoll, Beong, Bandicoo, Pseudomys, Dunnar, Noomys and

Bilby. Their reserve, adjacen o he Olympic Dam mine sie,

spans a oal o 12,300ha across six large enclosures. Arid

Recovery is currenly Ausralia's larges eral-proo enced

reserve. 

2 Arkaba Conservancy (Wild Bush Luxury)  

Arkaba is a privae wildlie conservancy o 25,500ha in

he Flinders Ranges locaed on he souhern edge oWilpena

Pound and he Ikara -Flinders Ranges Naonal Park. Previously

a sheep saon, Wild Bush Luxury purchased he propery in

2009 and ransormed i ino a wildlie conservancy. They

provide guided “immersive wilderness experiences”, high-end

(expensive) accommodaon, ood and hosed walking. Like

Naonal Parks, here are abundanWesern Grey and Red

Kangaroo, Common Wallaroo (Euro), YRW, Emu, Echidna and

Wedge-ailed Eagle.  

3 Arkaroola Wilderness Sancuary  

Lies abou 600km norh o Adelaide in he norhern

Flinders Ranges and adjacen o Vulkahunha GRNP. This

610km
2
Wilderness and Dark Sky Sancuary was ounded by

he Sprigg amily in 1968. The Village has camping, moel

accommodaon, a swimming pool, a resauran, uel, vehicle

yres, elescopes, walking and conducs air and 4WD ours.

They have all he usual large nave animals including YRW,

bu also Spidery wale, Iga and Quandong and now probably

Quoll. The Arkaroola Proecon Ac 2012 was creaed o

"esablish he Arkaroola Proecon Area; o provide or he

proper managemen and care o he area; and o prohibi

mining acvies in he area". The proecon area includes he

Arkaroola Pasoral Lease and he adjoining Mawson Plaeau

par o he Moun Freeling Pasoral Lease. 

4 Ausralian Landscape Trus  

Manages he ormer pasoral leases Calperum Saon

purchased by he Chicago Zoological Sociey in 1993, and

Taylorville Saon purchased by he Ausralian Landscape

Trus in 2000 - boh wih assisance rom he Ausralian

Governmen. Togeher hey comprise par o he Riverland

Biosphere Reserve (previously known as he 'Bookmark'
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Biosphere Reserve). I covers 337,000ha oMallee counry,

jus norh o Renmark. The reserve conains sreches o

creeks, rivers and welands ha provide habia or a wide

range o nave ora and auna including Malleeowl (Leipoa

ocellaa), he regionally vulnerable Bush Sone-curlew

(Burhinus grallarius). The reserve's many componen

properes include proeced areas, pasoral leases and

privaely owned land such as he ollowing: Calperum Saon;

Chowilla Regional Reserve; Chowilla Game Reserve; Coolong

Conservaon Park; Danggali Conservaon Park; Danggali

Wilderness Proecon Area; Gluepo Reserve; Loch Luna

Game Reserve; Moorook Game Reserve; Murray River

Naonal Park; and Taylorville Saon. 

5 Ausralian Wildlie Conservancy: 

Began on Augus 2, 1991 by Marn Copely (bu ounded

in 1995) in Wesern Ausralia. I has since grown o become

he larges privae owner and manager o land or

conservaon in Ausralia, having acquired many o John

Walmsley’s Earh Sancuaries afer he publicly lised Earh

Sancuaries Ld company wen broke. They ranslocae

animals ha have become locally exnc, o heir ve enced

SA sancuaries: 

Yookamurra Wildlie Sancuary (ormerly a John

Walmsley Earh Sancuary) proecs over 5,000ha o habia in

he Murray Darling region norh wes o Swan Reach and

conains sands o old growh and unburnmallee Brush-ailed

Possums and Numbas. 

The Wesern River Reuge a 395ha wihin a eral-proo

ence on Kangaroo Island, is a join projec beween Ausralian

Wildlie Conservancy, Kangaroo Island Land or Wildlie (see

below) and privae landholders. Conains KI dunnar. 

Dakalana Wildlie Sancuary, 13,618ha, locaed on he

Eyre Peninsula beween Lock and Ellison, proecs a diverse

range o ecosysems and suppors a large populaon o he

Souhern Hairy-nosed Womba and some Wesern Pygmy

Possum and he Lile Long-ailed Dunnar. 

Buckaringa Wildlie Sancuary conserves over 2000ha o

he cenral Flinders Ranges in Souh Ausralia, 30km norh o

Quorn. Conains YRW and Shor-ailed Grasswren (ormerly a

John Walmsley Earh Sancuary). 

Kalamurina proecs 679,666ha o deser in he hear o

Ausralia, on he shores o Ka Thanda-Lake Eyre. I conains

Cres-ailed Mulgara, he Dusky Hopping Mouse, he Eyrean

Grasswren. Open or camping. 

6 BirdLie Ausralia 

Acquired Gluepo Reserve in 1997. Gluepo Reserve is

locaed abou 64km romWaikerie, and abou 200kms rom

Adelaide. This 54,390ha area o virgin scrubland conains 18

naonally hreaened bird species including he Black-eared

Miner (Manorina melanos), 53 species o reples and 12

species o bas –some o which are also naonally hreaened.

Gluepo also has he greaes number o permanen

biodiversiy sies (200) o any Ausralian land area.

7 Bush Heriage Ausralia: 

Begun in 1991 afer Bob Brown bough wo properes in

Tasmania. BHA is a no-or-pro conservaon organisaon

proecng ecosysems and wildlie across he connen. They

own properes ha have been bough, gifed or bequeahed.

Their 45 reserves cover over 1.4 million hecares, and are on

he way o doubling his area by 2030. In Souh Ausralia heir

reserves are: Boolcoomata esablished in 2006 (63,000 ha,

100km wes o Broken Hill), wih Plains-Wanderer, YRW, Tree

skink (Egernia sriolaa), Dusky Hopping Mice, Narrow-nosed

Planigale; Bon Bon (216,700ha, norh o Glendambo), wih

Sripe-aced Dunnar, was bough in 2008 wih unds rom he

Commonwealh’s Naonal Reserve Sysem Program; Evelyn

Downs esablished in 2024 is 235,000 ha, 150km norh o

Coober Pedy, wih he Fa-ailed False Anechinus

(Pseudanechinus macdonnellensis). 

8 Ecological Horizons 

Ecological Horizons (commenced by John Read and

Kaherine Moseby in 2007) owns he Secre Rocks Naure

Reserve. This is a 25,900ha area (4,000ha enced) omallee

scrub near Kimba on Eyre peninsula (abutng he Ironsone

Hill Conservaon Park) which has been placed under a

conservaon covenan. I conains Mallee Fowl and he

Sandhill Dunnar. They operae a remoe camera monioring

program or goas and oxes and use aerial baing in

parnership wih DEW’s Bounceback program o conrol oxes.

Felixers, raps and Eradica ca bais are used o conrol eral

cas. 

9 Field Nauraliss Sociey o Souh Ausralia Inc. 

Own and manage heManning Flora & Fauna Reserve in

McLaren Vale. This 45ha reserve is a pink gum woodland and

was esablished in 1955 afer Sydney Manning bequeahed

he land o he Sociey. Fores Range Reserve is 15ha o

sclerophyll woodland o he higher Moun Lofy Ranges;

Tookayera Marsh - a secon o naural swamp near Moun

Compass on he Fleurieu Peninsula; Nicholls Reserve is 58ha

o coasal scrub a Carpener Rocks in he Souh Eas.  

10 Kangaroo Island Land or Wildlie 

This privae land conservaon program has been running

since 2018, and proecs almos 25,000ha o remnan

bushland across 80 member properes on Kangaroo Island. A

ocus is on he removal o invasive predaors (eral cas &

pigs). Feral goas and deer have already been eradicaed rom

he island. 

11 Marna Banggara (Grea Souhern Ark) Souhern

Yorke Peninsula: 

An ambious projec ha aims o resore souhern Yorke

Peninsula's landscape by re-inroducing locally exnc species

such as Tamar Wallaby and Phascogale. Mallee Fowl are

already here. In 2020 a norh-souh 25-kilomere predaor
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conrol ence wih 30 gaes and open amajor roads, was

ereced across he peninsula o preven/deer he migraon

o oxes and cas rom he norh o he peninsula ino he

projec area. The area includes Dhilba Guuranda-Innes

Naonal Park and all armland wes o he ence. Feral cas are

conrolled via baing, shoong and rapping, while oxes are

baied wih Foxo 1080 mea bais. 

12 Naonal Trus SA 

Naonal Trus SA manages 28 Naural Heriage reserves

oalling over 1,500ha. Read abou hem here: hps://

www.naonalrus.org.au/explore/?place_ype=naure-

reserves&conen=places&sae=sa The reserves have been

gifed o he Naonal Trus and are mainly small <20ha) in

area. The larges are: D. B. Mack Reserve comprises an area

o 265ha; Lenger Reserve, 95ha in size is jus o he wes o

he River Murray corridor near Mannum; The 92ha

Wilabalangaloo Reserve is locaed on he wesern bank o he

River Murray on he ouskirs o he Berri ownship; Overland

Corner Reserve surrounds he hisoric Overland Corner Hoel

downsream rom he ownship o Barmera. I is 300ha in size.  

13 The Naure Conservancy Ausralia 

They are no a land-banking organisaon bu during 2017

& 2018 have buil Ausralia’s larges (20ha) resored shellsh

ree (Windara) in he Gul S Vincen near Ardrossan. Also

“insalled” and seeded wih Ausralian a Oysers (Osrea

angasi) are he 2ha ree wes o Glenelg in 2020, and in 2021,

one 500m o O’Sullivan Beach. In addion, in 2022, Nepean

Bay in Kangaroo Island also had an oyser ree resored over a

3ha area. They are “helping o proec he souhern sop-o

poin omany ransconnenal migraory birds a he 85ha

Adelaide Inernaonal Bird Sancuary” (norh o Adelaide).

They “esablished he Murray-Darling Basin Balanced Waer

Fund o provide waer securiy or armers, while proecng

culurally signican welands ha suppor hreaened species

and ecosysems. The Fund invess in permanen waer righs

in he Souhern Murray-Darling Basin and allocaes hose

righs in a smar way.” 

14 Naure Foundaon 

Begun in 1981, imanages nine naure reserves or

conservaon comprising over 500,000 ha (5,000km
2
): They

includeWichelina wih Thick-billed Grasswren and Spiniex

Hopping Mouse (purchased in 2009) and Hilaba (purchased in

2012) – boh open or ourism.Wachalunga (on Fleurieu

Peninsula), Para Woodlands (3km souh-eas o Gawler),

Tiliqua (10km norh-eas o Burra),Murbpook Naure Reserve

(beween Blancheown & Morgan), Geegeela Naure Reserve

(20km rom Frances in souh-eas SA), Bullock Bridge Naure

Reserve (eas o Kingson) andMongolurring Naure Reserve

(eas oM. Bryan). 

15 Naure Glenelg Trus

Naure Glenelg Trus is a mission-driven,

no-or-pro organisaon publicly launched in

2012. “Nave sh conservaon and aquac ecological projecs

are a major ongoing prioriy or NGT. We conribue o on-

ground recovery acons; research and monioring, he

developmen o resource documens and ongoing educaon

and awareness acvies ha aim o proec and resore

populaons o hreaened species.” “We operae a regional

communiy nursery in M. Gambier (SA) o grow plans or

biodiverse revegeaon projecs. Our specialis weland

ecologiss underake weland resoraon invesgaons and

works across all land enures in souhern SA”. 

They own 3 NGT resoraon reserves in SA.Moun Burr

Swamp resoraon reserve; Hut Bay Weland resoraon

reserve; Eaglehawk Waerhole resoraon reserve;  

Their Fleurieu Peninsula projecs include consulng a

Aldinga Washpool, he Souhern Bell Frog breeding aciliy a

Clayon, breeding Souhern Purple-spoed Gudgeon,

Glenshera Swamp and oher Fleurieu Peninsula swamps. 

16 Raukkan Communiy 

Moun Sandy conservaon projec is 200ha o coasal

shrublands and saline welands, souh oMeningie and

beween he Princes highway, Narrung Road and he Coorong.

Owned by he Ngarrindjeri communiy based a Raukkan, he

area is being revegeaed wih seedlings grown a he Raukkan

Communiy nursery.  

 

17 Warrawong Wildlie Sancuary 

AMylor near Adelaide. Esablished by John Walmsley

1969 and enced o provide a eral-ree area or Bandicoos,

Pooroos, Beongs ec. I includes a caé, campground and gif

shop. Once owned by Adelaide Zoo, hen abandoned. I is now

reduced o abou 17ha in area and home o Playpus sourced

rom Kangaroo Island. 

18 Welands and Wildlie: 

Founded by Tom Brinkworh in 1993.Warraweena

Saon Conservaon Park 540 km norh o Adelaide in he

norhern Flinders Ranges o Souh Ausralia is a ormer sheep

saon, 355km
2
in size and desocked since 1996. The reserve

is known or is scenic 4WD racks.Waervalley Welands

abou 250 km souh-eas o Adelaide, comprises over 27,000

hecares o welands and heriage scrub land in he Upper

Souh Eas. From 2008, i has been re-vegeaed and is open

o duck shooers in season.  

19 Wildlie Land Trus (Humane Sociey Inernaonal): 

The WLT has aliaed 52 small-acre sancuaries in SA.

They belonging o individual landholders and encompass a

variey o land uses. “The WLT suppors a vas range o

landholders, rom wildlie carers, eco-accommodaon

providers, o regular landholders, who each share a desire o

ake conservaon acon hrough preserving heir land.

Through on-he-ground resoraon, regeneraon and

6 
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conservaon, landholders can help mainain heir local

biodiversiy and conribue o broader ecosysems.” hps://

hsi.org.au/ausralian-wildlie-and-habias/wildlie-land-rus/

nd-a-sancuary  

20 Wombas SA (ormerly Naural Hisory Sociey o SA) 

Manages and mainains six sancuary reserves:

Moorunde (esablished in 1968),Womba Camp, Nardoo,

Lake Shor, andMalurus Reserves, all beween Swan Reach &

Blancheown. They have an area o 7770ha wihin which

reside ~2000 Souhern Hairy-nosed Wombas. They also

manage he 29ha Cullen Reserve near Robe or Bare-nosed

Womba. 

21 The Yellow Fooed Rock Wallaby Preservaon

Associaon Inc. 

The YFRWPA own The Bunkers Conservaon Reserve. I

is a privae reserve, siuaed adjacen o Ikara-Flinders Ranges

NP wihin he radional lands o he Adnyamahanha

aboriginal people. I is approximaely 140km
2
in area and was

purchased romWillow Springs Saon in 2001. I boass o

having he highes sel-drive 4WD rack in he Flinders Ranges

– he Caernarvon rack. Permission is needed o access his

land, and may be graned by conacng he secreary. 

22 Developing News 1: Flinders Island Sae Haven 

Flinders Island is a privaely owned (by he Woolord

amily) 4000ha o-grid island locaed 35km souh wes o

Ellison Eyre Peninsula, in he Invesgaor Group Islands. The

Ausralian Governmen and he SA Governmen (DEW) will

ogeher inves $4.8M or rehabiliaon o creae a sae haven

or hreaened species. In 2025, he island will be closed o

visiors or he eradicaon omice, ras and cas, afer which

reinroducons o Banded Hare-wallaby, Shark Bay Bandicoo,

Dibbler (Paranechinus apicalis) and Nuys/Souhern Brown

Bandicoo will occur. 

23 Developing News 2: The Koala Sancuary Limied 

The chariy announced i has purchased a 530-hecare

propery in he norh-wes o Kangaroo Island rom planaon

company Kiland Limied. Known as Kellendale, he propery is

planned o be home o KI’s chlamydia-ree Koalas. Currenly

he propery is mainly covered by inroduced Tasmanian Blue-

Gum rees, bu Kiland will help he sancuary wih he gradual

and saged removal o he rees and replacemen wih

vegeaon nave o he island.  

Oher NGOs 

The ollowing are our conservaon-based ouris

venures and commercial enerprises on pasoral leases,

raher han dedicaed reserves. They may or may no sll run

sock on he lease (here may be ohers):  

Banrock Saon is near Kingson-on-Murray, and owned

by Accolade Wines. I grows grapevines and has welands wih

boardwalks and surrounds o over 1000ha, as well as a wine

cellar-door and resauran. A RAMSAR sie. 

The Hanson Bay Sancuary is a 2000 hecare, privaely

owned sancuary adjacen o Flinders Chase Naonal Park

(FCNP), locaed abou 110 kilomeres rom Kingscoe.

Reopened afer being exensively damaged he Chrismas

2019 bushres. 

Marns Well Rangeland Reserve (currenly closed or

accommodaon & camping and is/was currenly For Sale). I is

locaed approx. 95km Norh Eas o Hawker, 50km due Eas o

Ikara-Wilpena Pound and 386km rom Adelaide. I consiss o

approx. 105,000ha or 1050km
2
o land. ?Runs cale & sheep?

I conains exensive bodies o waer ed by he Arpena

Springs, in heir secon oWilpena Creek. 

Rawnsley Park Saon was ormerly a sheep saon bu

has ransormed o a 12,000ha ouris business wih a

campground, los o accommodaon, some walking and a

resauran. I sll runs 2000 sheep. A Heriage agreemen

covers he Rawnsley Blu. 

 

m.caon56@gmail.com 

 

 

MINNAWARRA BIODIVERSITY SPRING SURVEY 2025 

 

Spring Survey 27h Sepember—3rd Ocober 2025  

 

Come or hal a day, one day or several days.  

Minnawarra is siuaed on he souhern Fleurieu Peninsula  

For urher inormaon and regisraon orms, conac: 

Jane Furler on 0419 842 667 or heurlers@gmail.com 
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C D

Andrew Lewis, Geomagnesm Lead Sciens, Geoscience Ausralia 
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The Norhern Pary o he Brish Anarcc Expedion, TW

Edgeworh David, Alisair Mackay and Douglas Mawson, a

heir closes approach o he Souh Magnec Pole in January

1909. This phoograph was aken by Mackay using he sring

which can be seen exending rom his righ hand. 



 

This aricle is reprined rom Aurora journal Vol 44 No 3,

wih kind permission o he auhor, Andrew Lewis (Geoscience

Ausralia) and The ANARE Club Inc.  

 

Par 2 o his arcle will appear in he nex issue o

SEGmens. 
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The purpose o his rip o he Gammon Ranges during

Easer 2025 was a combinaon roune service o visi six o

he en sies in he SEG pluviomeer nework as well as o

reinsaemen o he bushre damaged equipmen a he

Plaeau Pluviomeer sie. 

In Par 1 o his major underaking on Thursday 16h

April 2025 was in one vehicle, John and Peer Love, Chris

Wrigh and Clem Colla drove o Norh Moolooloo, sopping a

Shearer’s Quarers o se up camp and hen connued o he

pluviomeer close by. Here hey compleed a roune service,

calibraon and baery change. Garry and Michelle Trehewey

also arrived ha evening a Norh Moolooloo. They sayed

overnigh and nexmorning connued o Pzner’s Well

pluviomeer, which was serviced as or he Norh Moolooloo

pluviomeer.  They hen connued o Mocaoona and

compleed he service a ha pluviomeer. Garry and Michelle

ook a rack souh o look or an Exclosure ha Rick Davies

had buil a while back.  We connued o Maynard’s Well

Shearer’s Quarers o say he nigh. Friday 18h we wen rs

o he nearby Maynards Well pluviomeer and compleed a

service and baery change. We hen wen on o Henzell’s

Camp on Arcoona Creek o camp or he nigh, wih Garry and

Michelle also. 

Par 2 o his expedion was o carry he reinsaemen

equipmen up o Vandenberg Camp a he base o Norh Tusk

Hill. 

Chris and Sarah Kemp arrived ha evening o Friday 18h

April in he Peren Land Rover o Henzell’s Camp. Their

vehicle was ully loaded wih gear or he Plaeau pluviomeer

repair.

The projec or Saurday 19h April was an equipmen

drop a Vandenberg Camp day. All parcipaed (apar rom by

John Love) in a 4-hour walk ully loaded wih gear, which was

lef in he camp, and hen we reurned o Henzell’s Camp

 

REPORT ON PLUVIOMETER REPAIR TRIP TO GAMMON RANGES APRIL 2025 

Chris Wrigh 

Seve Gat, Chris Wrigh and Clem Colla working on he Plaeau Pluviomeer and he Gammon Ranges rainall projec. 
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where we ound Alex Cornish, Seven Gat, Sarah Hollis and

Ehan Gaes had arrived. Tha nigh all camped well excep or

Ehan who sruck a whole lo o prickles ha deaed his

Thermares. 

Par 3 o his major expedion was o move camp

rom Henzell’s Camp o Vandenberg Camp. 

On Sunday 20h April, Easer Sunday, en

expedioners se ou or Vandenberg Camp wih

camping gear and waer. Once in camp we spen a

couple o hours servicing SAMBOT pluviomeer near

Vandenberg Camp, including a baery change and a

se o baery clamps. 

Overnigh was spen a Vandenberg Camp. 

Par 4 o his expedion was o climb up o he

Plaeau pluviomeer and carry ou he reinsaemen.

Monday 21s April Easer was he nal haul o all gear

up Norh Tusk Hill and across o he Plaeau, arriving a

11am. Afer he obligaory billy o ea we se o work

as direced by Chris Kemp. The emporary daa loggers

were disconneced and packed saely away. While

Sarah Hollis, Seven and Ehan laid ou and buried he

new communicaon cable, Chris and Sarah Kemp

conneced up he pluviomeer, hen he elemery box was

insalled, he new Yagi anenna ed and solar panels

mouned. Fingers crossed, baeries were conneced and

everyhing worked! Hooray. 

Walking across he re ravaged Gammon Plaeau rom Norh Tusk Hill o he Plaeau pluviomeer.  

From lef: Seven Gat, Alex Cornish, Sarah Hollis and Ehan Gaes 

Chris Kemp calibrang he Plaeau pluviomeer afer insallaon. 
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The nex ask was o nd he bes signal srengh by

roang he Yagi anenna in small incremens.  

Raher o our surprise, he sronges signal was rom

Farina Repeaer abou 80km away. The Yagi was clamped in

his setng. Finally he Pluviomeer was calibraed, wih he

help o 2-way radios o communicae beween insrumen and

elemery box (50m). 

Afer successul compleon o he reinsaemen o he

Plaeau pluviomeer Par 5 o his expedion was he reurn o

Vandenberg camp or he nigh and on he Tuesday morning

reurn o he vehicles a Henzell’s Camp. Alex and his eam

connued home ha afernoon, while he res o us sopped

o or a wash and he comors o Norh Moolooloo and hen

we wen on o dinner a he pub in Leigh Creek. 

On Wednesday we reurned o Adelaide having

compleed all he asks on he lis. 

 

Chrisopher.wrigh45@oulook.com 

 

All phoographs by Sarah Kemp. 

 

 

 

The mainenance and repair pary ready o se ou rom Henzell’s Camp.  

From back lef: Clem Colla, Gary Trehewey, Michelle Trehewey, Chris Kemp, Alex Cornish, Seven Gat and Chris Wrigh.  

From ron lef: Sarah Hollis, John Love, Sarah Kemp and Ehan Gaes.  
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Se ou below is he racking pah o he Osprey Marie

(emale) since becoming independen rom her oser parens

on he 16
h

 February 2025 and deparng Gleesons

Landing. This Osprey young was osered ou o he Gleesons

Landing pair o Ospreys afer premaurely edging rom he

Coobowie Bay nes during an exreme weaher even.   

Toal disance ravelled since leaving Gleesons Landing o

Black Springs in Con Bay =  1,784km over a period o 8 days

and 3 hours (approx.). 

This is he longes igh o an Osprey young since he

projec commence in 2020. 

Some ineresng acs relevan o his movemen below: 

• Disance rom Gleeson Landing o Cape Bouger near

Hansons Bay on KI = 134km. 

• Fligh disance rom Cape Bouger souh o he

connenal shel and reurn o KI (Cape Ganheaume)

=  380km. This is an ineresng igh as i was over a

period o 20.5 hours. No places o land in his area

apar rom boas? As i urns ou I was abou 60km

souh o KI in a boa on he acual day he Osprey ew

back o KI and he condions were 4 mr swell and 25

kno winds.   

• Furhes disance ravelled souh o KI o connenal

shel = 213km. 

• The ineresng igh norh rom he AIBS (Adelaide

Inernaonal Bird Sancuary) over land and he dry

pasoral areas o Lake Gairdner near Woomera and

hen souh o Por Neil on Eyre Peninsula = 824 km

over a period o 66 hours.   

• Maximum speed 69.7 km/hr and average speed 6.8

km/hr. (The blue line on he graph below.) Average

elevaon 100mrs and maximum elevaon 633 mrs

over he Flinders Ranges. (reer o elevaon prole

below. The red line,) 

• Peaks on elevaon prole are ighs over land and a

secons are ighs over waer. 

• Three sop overs perhaps o eed occurred over he

1,784km a Cape Bouger, AIBS near S Kilda and

Samord Hill in Lincoln NP, oherwise connuous igh. 

In summary, how did his Osprey complee such a

marahon igh o 1,784 km successully hrough some o he

very dry pasoral areas o SA?  This Osprey and he oher wo

Ospreys a he Coobowie nes were by ar he heavies emale

Ospreys racked and banded so ar (well above average

weigh). Success in parmaybe due o a which is he uel ha

makes hese ighs possible. I is well known hamigraory

Ospreys and shorebirds ha ravel long disance wih lile

ood along he way, a provides essenal energy as well as

releasing signican amouns o waer when

meabolised. Thereore an Osprey’s movemen hrough he

dry inerior o SA may enable i o mainain igh even hough

i has no eaen and had access o waer.   

Furher more deailed analysis o hese movemens

connues   

OSPREY UPDATE 

Ian Falconner
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MINNAWARRA BIODIVERSITY PROJECT AUTUMN 2025 

Richard Willing 

The weaher or he ew monhs leading up o he au-

umn survey was characerized by high pressure sysems in

he Grea Ausralian Bigh conribung o a dry winer, spring

and summer in Souh Ausralia. This made or condions ideal

or people conducng a biodiversiy survey wih mosly warm

sunny days and mild nighs. The only excepon o his was a

heavy downpour lae in he survey which drenched hose un-

wary souls who did no ake a rain jacke ino he eld, bu

only pu 3mm ino he rain gauge. The ground was very dry

and soil moisure low. Farmers rom all over he sae are

worried abou such a lae arrival o rain his season. 

Because omany problems leading up o he survey and

a depleed eam i was decided o do a mammal survey only.

Ellio and cage raps were used and he pis were lef closed

and no ences sood up. The survey commenced on Wednes-

day 23 April and ran unl Sunday 27. 

In spie o he dry season he survey was quie busy. A

oal o 325 nave mammals were rapped, plus one eral

whie bellied Black Ra (R. ratus). O hese 162 were new ani-

mals o our survey: 82 Anechinus favipes, 55 Ratus uscipes

(Bush ra) and 25 R. lureolus (Swamp Ra). Sie 1 (NW pad-

dock swamp) was he mos prolic wih oal 72 capures in-

cluding 33 new animals - 12 Anechinus, 11 Bush Ras and 10

Swamp ras. Sie 7 (Souh paddock swamp) had 61 oal cap-

ures including 24 new Anechinus. 

The surprise sie during his survey was Sie 4 (Norh

paddock near creek and large dam). The yield over 5 days was

only 1 Anechinus and 2 Bush ras. Sie 9, jus up he hill rom

Sie 4 (hill wih many yaccas) yielded only 2 Anechinus. Sie 4

is usually a reliable source o small mammals during hese

surveys, and i is ineresng o speculae abou he cause o

his deciency. I is so local ha imigh sugges an increase in

predaon in his viciniy, or possibly he soil has dried ou

more here. Anoher ineresng observaon ha his long-

sanding monioring program has produced!

Many hanks o he workers who did so much o make

his survey happen. They were very busy. The nex survey

commences in lae Sepember. Wach his space. 

rwilling01@gmail.com

The survey eam aMinnawarra Sie 5. From lef: Jane Furler, Jill Tugwell, Claranna, Jane Davill and Phil Davill.  
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I rained. Jill Tugwell and Richard Willing. Richard Willing handling a cach. 

Phil Davill baing Ellio raps Jane Davill recording he cach. 

All phoographs couresy o Anhea Habel. 



 

SCIENTIFIC EXPEDITION GROUP INC.  

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP AND MEMBERSHIP 

RENEWAL or 2025-26 

Membership is open o any persons, amily or organisaon ineresed in he ollowing aims:  

* The promoon and running o expedions o a scienc, culural and advenurous naure. 

* The urhering o knowledge, undersanding and appreciaon o he naural environmen. 

* Promoon o he values and philosophy o wilderness. 

* Enabling people o learn he skills required or planning and running expedions, and o develop sound eld echniques 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

Adulmember - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $40.00 

Concession cards/ suden - - - - - - - - - $20.00 

Family or Corporae membership - - - - $50.00 

HARD COPY SEGmens:- I you would like o receive a hard copy hrough Ausralia Pos o our quarerly journal SEGmens,

please include in your paymen an addional $30.00 or a SEGmens subscripon. All members will receive an elecronic copy

by email. 

Name. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Telephone (H) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (W) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

E-mail . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Deails o scienc, culural and advenuring or oher relevan skill or ineress you may be prepared o share wih

he group: 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

ELECTRONIC PAYMENT  

I you have access o he inerne, paymen can be made using SEG’s bank accoun a Bank o Souh Ausralia, deails as

ollows: 

Acc Name: Scienc Expedion Group Inc.  

BSB: 105-086 Acc No.: 330629440 

Please use your las name o ideny your paymen i possible and email his orm and conrm you have paid o our bank

accoun o sciencexpediongroup@gmail.com 

Or send he compleed orm and a cheque payable o Scienc Expedion Group Inc. o:   

 The Secreary 

Scienc Expedion Group Inc. 

111 Franklin S,  

Adelaide, SA 5000. 

PLEASE NOTIFY ANY CHANGE OF POSTAL OR ELECTRONIC ADDRESS 
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